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chapters. Throughout the book, hemoglobin disorders are employed as a model of
molecular pathology.
Profusely illustrated, the volume will be invaluable for those seeking to become
familiar with the basic concepts of molecular biology and its application to medicine,
especially if, like me, you have had difficulty in following the scientific literature and
words such as probes, gene cloning, gene libraries, introns, and restriction length
polymorphism are foreign. This book provides a simple and inexpensive introduction to
that complicated field. I recommend it without reservation.
ROBERTO ROMERO
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The growth ofbasic science research in oncology over the past two decades has been
notable. Geneticists, pharmacologists, epidemiologists, virologists, radiation biologists,
and representatives ofother disciplines are all actively involved in oncologic research.
Although the scope and volume of research in oncology has grown, the discipline has
notdeveloped a sense ofunity based on a commoncoreofknowledge. Researchers have
not been trained primarily as oncologists but have specialized in the study ofquestions
ofoncologic interest after having received their training in other fields.
Recognizing that many young investigators lacked a broad perspective on areas of
oncology outside their specialties, staff members of the Imperial Cancer Research
Fund (ICRF) in London organized a series ofintroductory lectures designed to fill the
void. This book stems from those lectures. Accordingly, the authors of the individual
chapters are primarily staffmembers ofthe ICRF and its affiliated institutions.
Topics covered range from the most basic "What is cancer?" to more timely
questions including the role of oncogenes, viruses, and monoclonal antibodies in the
study of oncology. General topics such as metastasis, carcinogenesis, cancer therapy,
and the epidemiology and genetics ofcancer are also addressed.
The book is composed of nineteen chapters, each twenty to twenty-five pages long,
which are not exhaustive reviews of the literature, but rather essays outlining
important data and lines of thought relating to the question under consideration.
Overall, the chapters provide well-written, accessible, and often stimulating discus-
sions. Franks and Teich have organized a valuable monograph which presents a "core
curriculum" ofmaterial which will aid clinicians and researchers in oncology better to
appreciate developments in areas removed from their fields ofspecialization.
SETH A. ROSENTHAL
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To Do No HARM: A JOURNEY THROUGH MEDICAL SCHOOL. By Philip Reilly. Dover,
MA, Auburn House Publishing Company, 1987. 292 pp. $24.95.
Dr. Reilly, a graduate of Yale's medical school, is currently the medical director of
the Eunice Kennedy Shriver Center for Mental Retardation in Waltham, Massachu-